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FROM THE CEO ...

Welcome back to our first newsletter for 2015, as you can see
from this bumper edition people have been out and about really
enjoying the summer months.

Those of you who have visited the Red Hill property over the last
few weeks, will have noticed the new house rising out of the ground
on the old orchard. It is taking shape quickly, we hope to have the
roof on and the bricks started before the Easter break.

It has been decided that this house will replace Oak House, the
current Oak clients will move across as soon as the building is
completed. We will then demolish Oak House. It is a very exciting
time for everyone involved, people are busy choosing their colour
schemes and buying new furniture to really personalise their
rooms.

The construction zone will be off limits to all throughout the
construction period, but if anyone would like to see the building,
please let me know and | can arrange a visit.

VALE - Stephen James Hucks 5/1/1958 — 6/2/2015

Stephen Hucks lived at ‘focus’,
since he moved into the Ruth Rd/
Century Dve property in 1998.
He moved across to Bungower
Road several years ago when his
health first began to deteriorate.

The staff at Bungower must be

congratulated on the manner in

which they cared for Stephen,

even when his condition became

palliative; they made the decision

that if it was at all possible they

would care for him in his own

home until the end. Stephen

passed away peacefully at Bungower on the 6th February. May he
now rest in peace.

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

There is still an enormous amount of work being undertaken to
ensure the full roll out of the NDIS across Australia.

Senator, the Hon Mitch Fifield, the Commonwealth Minister
responsible for disability and aged care released a communique,
after the COAG meeting held on 16th February 2015.

Amongst other things it stated: “All governments reaffirmed their
commitment to ensure the transition to the full scheme roll out
of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is achieved,
consistent with the timeframes and funding arrangements set out
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in the Heads of Agreements already signed between the Commonwealth and State and Territory
governments.

All governments are working in consultation with the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA)

to develop approaches to transition taking into account local circumstances of each jurisdiction and
promoting the best possible outcomes for people with disability.

Negotiations are underway on the approach to transition in each jurisdiction and the phasing in of
clients, with agreements expected to be finalised bilaterally between relevant governments by June
2015.

These plans will detail key implementation arrangements for each jurisdiction, and will focus on the
preparations required by all parties to ensure the NDIS is successfully implemented consistent with
transition agreements”. (COAG Disability Reform Council Communique, 16 February 2015)

From all of that it appears that we will have more information about when we will be transition to

the NDIS, by June this year. Once we know the timelines we are working towards we will be able to
finalise our plans for transition, and provide additional information to families

In closing, | take this opportunity to wish all our families and supporters a very Happy Easter

Gail Foster
Chief Executive Officer
BALCOMBE DRIVE
BAM DANCE

Marcus, Bruce, Catherine and Marian go to dance lessons every Saturday at Monash University
Their dance group is called BAM.

On Saturday 21st February they were very proud to show case some of their

dances to the community. It was a hot and muggy day, but that didn’t stop
these fabulous dancers showing off their moves. They danced to four songs

and then had a well earned drink. The crowd were very appreciative of their
hard work.

BAM is a great way to keep fit and have fun to music, so if you love
music and to dance come along and Bust A Move
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FI AND BRUCE IN THE CITY

Fiona and Bruce took off on their weekend escape to Melbourne in
great spirits. They were looking forward to a fun-filled weekend with
each other. Knowing their passions and interests, they spent time
enjoying train, tram and bus rides in between window shopping,
REAL shopping and dining out. The hotel was in a central spot with
some lovely staff ready to help out. Fiona was incredibly brave,
daring to take a ride on the Melbourne Star Observation Wheel,
and the ice cream stop afterwards was well deserved. There was
just enough time to take a tour of the city on the Melbourne Shuttle
bus on Saturday morning, before heading to the theatre for the
main event of the weekend: Grease, the musical. Both Bruce and
Fi had a fantastic time, singing along and having a boogie in their
seats. Sunday was a chance to stroll through the Queen Vic Market

before heading home. It was a lovely weekend, spending some
shared time together.

There have been some big changes at Pine House over the last few months. Joining Jane, Warwick

has moved over from Cedar and Mandy has moved from Berry. Warwick and Mandy have enjoyed
decorating their new bedrooms complete with brand new furniture. All three people have settled in

very well together and have been up to lots of exciting activities. Warwick and Jane enjoyed a visit to

the Sand Sculptures exhibit at the Frankston Foreshore and a day out at the Balnarring Races, and
they had a wonderful time celebrating at Jenny Williamson’s Birthday party in the Negri Hall
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sonoi T g XIS  JENNY’S 68TH BIRTHDAY PARTY

Loads of fun was had with family, friends,
fellow house mates and staff to cejebrate o
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OLSEN HOUSE

BASIC HOSPITALITY 2l
This first term of 2015 saw the introduction of anew
~ program in Dromana. Asmall group of part|C|pants._

get together once a week for a full day where they

are working on healthy cooking choices, cooking
skills and budgeting in relations to entertaining
visitors. Each group member has chosen 2 meals,
which in turn is prepared and cooked weekly —
practice makes perfect! Where possible, fresh
ingredients are being used to prepare the meals.
Some ingredients are picked from our own garden.
So far we have made our own tomato pesto, our
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BIRDS - FLINDERS MuwSL) il tST hiJ

The Flinders crew have been very busy,
working in the garden, planting vegetables,
herbs, and flowers. It was wonderful to see
the two huge sunflower plants grow and
grow , we thought it was going to be like Jack
in the Beanstalk, but they finally stopped and
a big flower developed, when this was ready
we took it to the aviary for the birds, they
loved it.
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HAVE A SAY CONFERENCE 2015

Sixteen  very  excited
participants met at
Dromana ISS on Tuesday
3rd February, ready for
a few big days ahead in
Geelong.

Our accommodation was at
Geelong Riverview Tourist
Park, where we stayed in 3
onsite cabins. After settling
in, a small group went
shopping for the Camp Kitchen BBQ Dinner
which was greatly enjoyed by everyone.
Wednesday morning, and the 2015 ‘Having a
Say Conference’ was officially opened at Deakin
University by the Mayor of Geelong. After the
official opening, participants were invited to the
stage if they wanted to have a say...Marie was
one of the first up on stage to let everyone know
how much she enjoyed attending the conference.
Marcus also went on stage to tell the audience
this was his 3rd time at the conference.

The Come and Try Activities the most anticipated
activities at the conference, ranging from Tim
getting a drive in a Mazda MX5 convertible,
Veronica doing flower arrangements, Marcus
and Nick on a Harley Ride — just to name a few
of the many activities chosen by participants.
Inthe evening, there was adinner organised atthe
Sphinx Hotel, which was followed by Red Faces
Competition with some great performances —

which was eventually
won by Marcus
Schindler for his solo
dance performance,
inspired by Eminem...
Congratulations Well
Done!

During the evening we also celebrated Veronica’s
birthday with cake and around 200 people joining
in singing Happy Birthday for her.

There would be no ‘Having a Say Conference’
without the big dinner dance, at the Pier on the
Geelong Waterfront. This year was no exception
and the sight of over 1000 delegates having
a great time on the dance floor was one of
celebration — sure it was extremely hot in there
but who cares...everybody had a ball, dressed
to the theme Bling.

Friday morning our participants gathered in the
main hall to watch the finals of the Red Faces
Competition. We
may have been a little
biased but we were
well prepared to give
the biggest cheers to
Marcus Schindler for

his solo performance
on the big stage. The
judges agreed with us
and awarded the win
to “our man” — Again
big congratulations
to Marcus for his fine

effort!

Once again all
participants  enjoyed
attending the
conference, meeting

lots of new people
and reacquainting
themselves  with
participants  from
past years — not
to mention trying
out some great
new activities and
attending  work
groups of their
choice.

HAVING A SAY CONFERENCE 2015

On Tuesday 3rd February, | went to Geelong
and | did some activities. | did scrapbooking on
the Wednesday.

Then on the Thursday | did Jewellery making.
By Marie McLellan
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World of 07

Rehearsals are under way for ISS production
for this year. We hope you like the photos, as
we all enjoy practising singing, dancing and
acting. See you on Friday 17th November
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